The last Saturday in September she finished her work at West
River College. At a quarter to twelve Howard Renville called her
into his office. Foreseeing her release, Julia met Renville's wide
condescending smile with as smug an arrogance,
" You can't hurt me now," she thought.
" Well, Julia," Renville said, " I've liked your work and I'm sorry
I can't keep you on. If I have an opening in the future, I shall be
glad to have you work for me again."
Julia would have liked to retort, " Maybe you would, mister, but I
wouldn't." But she merely said with thin decorum, " Thank you,
Mr. kenville."
Twelve o'clock, and Julia, with a light heart, walked through the
big gates.
" I'm free," she wanted to shout.   " I'm free 1 "
In the joyousness of the occasion, she rode downtown and bought
herself a new dress. Longer skirts were in fashion. After years of
straight lines, femininity dipped a rash hand into frills, went overboard
for a natural silhouette. Julia returned home with a black " princess "
dress, shirred into fullness at the breast, fitted at the waist and hips,
uneven in hemline. She wore it proudly at dinner and the family
was properly impressed.
Gabrielle said, " Gee, that's pretty."
Her father commented, " You look very nice, Julia."
Julia felt warm with happiness. The warmth clung to her through
the movie and the after-theatre supper she attended with Bob Spencer.
As they waited for their sandwiches and coffee in the Dutch Grill,
Bob reached across the table to take Julia's hand.
" Julia," he said, " why look for another job? Why not let mine
do for both of us? "
Julia's tongue touched dry lips. This was the second time she had
been out with Bob. His proposal had come without any preliminaries.
He was smiling at her now, but his natural gaiety was subdued behind
the gravity of his eyes.
"Well? "he questioned.
Julia covered her surprise with flippancy. She said, " I suppose I
should exclaim, ' Why, Mr. Spencer, this is so sudden! * It is, you
know."
" Admittedly. I never thought of marriage until to-night. In fact,
I didn't realize I loved you until now. It's not only sudden. It's
overwhelming. At least to me."
Julia took stock of all the prospects.   Her mind raced.   All at once
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